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AKHA DEATH RITUALS

1. m3 djiq djiq2 thd » 2 I~ ir
The first recitation after death. It is an enumeration of the ceremonies
to be performed for the dead.
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2. oq xht oq dog tho» /¥

The setting is as 1f there is no priest in the village where a death has
occurred. A group is sent out to another village to ask their priest to come and
recite. In fact only the priest goes but it is worded as if also the village
leader, the blacksmith, and the war leader all go.

3. bji diq ja dig the » p 20 %7 )
About the whole nature preparing to conceive and the woman gives birth to
a daughter. i
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4. dj5 la tshi thd > /
Girls and boys growing up and thinking about getting married.

5. tsha an tsha zs th > o 76740 |

A boy going to buy salt at a Shan market far away, asking his girlfriend not
to marry somebody else while he is away.
6. abs bs @ tho» p°7 &7

A boy tries to make up his mind about getting married. This section is
worded as if the Akha boy is Tooking for a girl of the abd people, who are said
to be a Mon-Khmer people.

7. 0 23 tho» p-6/-¢7

The boy finally finds a girl to marry and elopes with her. They change their
minds about staying away and return home to arrange for the wedding.
8. za mi nan my tshé tho> p&¥¢ 78

A good day for the marriage is chosen and the ceremonies are performed. The
couple settles down and start to raise a family.

9. paq ma m> tjhg thds o 777//5 caknireas

The woman is getting old. She doesn't want to die and asks the priest to
try to sell her, and when that doesn't succeed, asks him to find a drug against
pain and death. A1l nature is described as getting old with her.

10. ga dzén tho 2 ,° 16- |1
About the migrations of the Akhas from their homeland in southwest China to
their present Tocation. A1l the rivers they have passed are enumerated.
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11. xhd niq daq th » p /22 /5/

The priest arrives to the abode of the dead's ancestors, preparing both the
ancestors and the dead for their meeting. Also contains many comments on Akha
traditions.

12. dje an djé z5 tho » /527767

This section describes how a member of the dead's family goes to the market
to buy a buffalo. He thoroughly examines the buffalo before buying it to make
sure that it is a perfect one. He leads the buffalo home and looks for a good
place to bind it during the days and nights of rituals, waiting for it to bhe
sacrificed.

13. gy tshan an than jeq thd hi'd p /627166

During the three nights of recitations the priest, while reciting, beats
with a Tong bamboo section on a stone, letting the ancestors hear his words,
asking the dead to leave her good luck behind, and only take those things which
have been given to her.

14. jE dzan dz3 gy dz3 nja gé2 , j2 dzég % dz3 nja thqg jeq hé 2 p F ~477

The priest reaches further into the land of the ancestors, This describes
how all the various things, e.g. coffin, shroud, animals, that have been given
to the dead will be replaced by next year, i.e. one tree has been used to make
a coffin but new trees will grow up. A1l the meals now eaten because of death
will later be replaced by meals for good health.

15. m> djiq djiqd /79 /&%
As in section No. 1 this piece describes all the rituals being done for the
dead.

16. d&q mén nja yoq doqa - /F6 /%€

This section is recited outside the house during the early morning at the
day of the buffalo sacrifice. The priest, the buffalo killer and a helper sit a
Tittle bit away from the buffalo. The priest asks ancestors and animals for their
strength when killing the buffalo. The buffalo is supposed to die without uttering
a sound.

17. njd tsoq xhg » p /£%7 /7%

This is the last recitation before the buffalo is stabbed. While reciting,
the priest, the buffalo killer, and the helper walk towards the buffalo, rubbing
some rice at its heart many times. The priest calls upon reknown deceased priests
by starting with the genealogy of each one, enumerating the clan from the first
one down to a priest.



18. 1yq niq tho » > /977/97

First recitation after the buffalo has been killed. The priest, the buffalo
killer, and the helper, sit beside the body of the dead buffalo. A regﬁtggjon for
the buffalo - many unclear places.

19. dje niq tho = p /98-20/
Describing the buffalo sacrifice, ensuring the dead that the priest will
take care of her on her way to the ancestors.

20. sjhi xh& sjha 2 p 2027204

Here the names of the rivers which the Akhas have passed on their
migrations, starting from ms -by, where this village is situated-and ending with
the ancestors, are enumerated. The dead is admonished about not to stay at any
of these rivers but to go on the whole way. Cf. section No. 10 where the rivers
are enumerated in the reverse order.
21. g& ma sjhs ha> p 05— 2A/S [y sekns

The priest chases the dead out of the village and go along with her to
than-phan, beyond which place the living can't go. Here the dead is judged
to see whether she and all the things she brings along are good or not. The priest
describes the road beyond that, telling her which roads to choose, about her
meeting with her ancestors and how to answer their questions.

22. diq mar sjhi jo sjhad - 2/6°27F

The bones of the dead will be discarded. This is the last recitation and
immediately afterwards the dead is carried away to be buried. Many sentences are
unclear. The priest's soul is called back, so it won't follow the dead any
further. The priest points out that the words he has recited are not his own but
those of his ancestors.



